Rise up, o flame, by thy light glowing. 
Show us beauty, vision, and joy. 
         Singing the Living Tradition Hymn #362
Call to Worship  -  Calvin O. Dame 
Used 3/4/07
Come. Let us be joined in seeking the aspirations of the heart. 

Come. Let us be joined in giving voice to those melodies which can heal the wounded soul. 

Come. Let us be joined in speaking the words which set us free.

Chalice Lighting  -  Eric Heller-Wagner 
Used 3/18/07
Blessed is the fire that burns deep in the soul. It is the flame of the human spirit touched into being by the mystery of life. It is the fire of reason; the fire of compassion; the fire of community; the fire of justice; the fire of faith. It is the fire of love burning deep in the human heart; the divine glow in every life. 

Chalice Lighting  -  Lindsay Bates 

Used 3/25/07
To face the world's darkness -- 
     a chalice of light. 
To face the world's coldness -- 
     a chalice of warmth. 
To face the world's terrors -- 
     a chalice of courage. 
To face the world's turmoil -- 
     a chalice of peace. 
May its glow fill our spirits, our hearts, and our lives.

Chalice Lighting  -  Bets Wienecke 
May this flame, 
symbol of transformation since time began, 
     fire our curiosity, 
     strengthen our wills, 
     and sustain our courage 
as we seek what is good within and around us. 

Chalice Lighting  -  Sarah Lammert 
The element of fire represents passion, veracity, authenticity, and vitality. If the chalice is the supporting structure of Unitarian Universalism, then we are the flame. We are the flame, fanned strong by our passion for freedom, our yearning for truth-telling, our daring to be authentic with one another, and the vitality we sustain in our meeting together. In all of this there is love. 

Chalice Lighting  -  M. Maureen Killoran 
also appropriate as a responsive Confession 
(For an intergenerational service; read responsively) 
For every time we make a mistake and we decide to start again: 
     We light this chalice. 

For every time we are lonely and we let someone be our friend: 
     We light this chalice. 

For every time we are disappointed and we choose to hope: 
     We light this chalice. 

Chalice Lighting  -  George Kimmich Beach 
In the mystery of life about us there is light. 
It gives us a place to be, to grow, to rejoice together. 
It opens the pathways to love. 

In this place of friendship there is freedom. 
Let the light we kindle go before us, 
Strong in hope, wide in good will, 
Inviting the day to come. 

Chalice Lighting  -  Jean L. Wahlstrom 
In this small flame dwell: 
     the beacon light of lanterns guiding travelers home; 
     the warmth of hearth fires tended through the generations; 
     the transforming energy of furnaces and the power and life of our sun. 
May these blessings -- 
     warmth and light and life-giving energy -- 
     be kindled in each of us. 

Chalice Lighting  -  Gordon B. McKeeman 
"Let there be light!" 
     Let it shine in dark places, 
         in moments of pain, 
         in times of grief, 
         in the darkness of hatred, 
             violence, 
             oppression, 
         where there is discouragement and despair. 

Wherever darkness is to be put to flight, 
     "Let there be light!" 

(Quoting Genesis 1:3) 
Chalice Lighting  -  Samuel A. Trumbore 
also appropriate as an Invocation 

O light of life, 
Be kindled again in our hearts 
As we meet together this morning 
To celebrate the joy of human community 
Seeking a wholeness that extends beyond ourselves. 

Chalice Lighting  -  Elizabeth M. Strong 

UU Heritage Chalice Lighting 
Our Unitarian heritage bids us light our chalice 
In the name of freedom, 
In the light of reason, 
In actions of tolerance. 
We gather in community to celebrate a heritage of freedom, reason, and tolerance. 

Our Universalist heritage bids us light our chalice 
In the name of faith, 
In the light of hope, 
In actions of love. 
We gather in community to celebrate a heritage of faith, hope, and love. 

Let us bring this Unitarian Universalist heritage into our world and our lives today. 

Chalice Lighting  -  Susan L. Van Dreser 
That we may remember, 
That we may know, 
That we may imagine and touch our joy: 
Let us kindle true light 
From the fire of our souls

Chalice Lighting  -  John Millspaugh 
A Core of Light 

There is a core of light that underlies the little darknesses of our days.
This bright flame reminds us of the potential of our lives, 
and the dawning potential of humanity.
We gather in community to remember this core of light, 
and to count it sacred: within each of us, 
and at the center of the life we seek to build together.

Chalice Lighting  -  Edwin A. Lane 
This earthen chalice was born of clay and water, the flesh and blood of Gaia; 
     Given form by the hand of the potter; 
     Set by the bonding fire of the kiln. 

As we touch the flame to her lips, joining fire and air, 
     May her light remind us of that unity 
         of earth, air, fire, and water, 
         of plant and animal, human and mineral, 
             that we and the earth are one. 

Chalice Lighting  -  Andrew C. Backus 
Throughout the ages, light -- 
     whether from a single candle 
         or from a blazing, primordial fire -- 
     has summoned within human minds 
         the vision of that in us 
             which is ultimate and eternal. 

As we light our chalice this morning, 
     we rekindle the spirit of living meaning. 

We celebrate by the warmth of its fire 
     the depth and breadth of our religious communion. 

We celebrate by the light of its fire 
     the faith we share. 

Chalice Lighting  -  Michael DeVernon Boblett 
also appropriate as a Litany 

(May be read responsively) 

We are not alone. We are this flame, ancient as the stars, new as the vulnerable spark. 

     We are not alone. 

We are this chalice, rimmed by the spiral dance of searching. 

     We are not alone. 

We are the light soaring, the shadow deepening, the dance between them. 

     We are not alone. 

We are the heirs of the tribes and their fires, the healers and their circles. 

     We are not alone. 

We are here. We are here for ourselves. We are here for each other. And... 

     We are not alone. 

Chalice Lighting  -  Richard M. Fewkes 
The Light of Truth 

May the Light of Truth illumine our minds,
May the Spark of Love set our hearts on fire,
May the Flame of Freedom burn brightly within us,
Now and always. 

Chalice Lighting  -  Ray Nasemann 
We gather around this flame that symbolizes: 
     the truth we know 
         and the truth we seek, 
     the community we share 
         and the community we aspire to, 
     the learning that enables us 
         and the mystery that encompasses. 

Here we speak the languages 
     of memory and hope. 
Here we are welcomed, 
     our journeys embraced and shared. 

Chalice Lighting  -  Elizabeth McMaster 
We light our flaming chalice 
To illuminate the world we seek. 
In the search for truth, may we be just; 
In the search for justice, may we be loving; 
And, in loving, may we find peace. 

Chalice Lighting  -  Charles A. Howe 
We light this chalice to affirm that new light is ever waiting to break through to enlighten our ways: 

That new truth is ever waiting to break through to illumine our minds: 

And that new love is ever waiting to break through to warm our hearts. 

May we be open to this light, and to the rich possibilities that it brings us.

Chalice Lighting  -  Steve Stock 
We light this chalice to celebrate the inherent worth and dignity of every person; to reaffirm the historic pledge of liberal religion to seek that justice which transcends mere legality and moves toward the resolution of a true equality; and to share that love which is ultimately beyond even our cherished reason, that love which unites us. 

