Questions for Worship Planning Teams 

1)  How do we begin?

Where does respectful curiosity about each other’s lives, views, beliefs lead us?

What is happening with each of us?  Are we supporting each other’s authenticity?

Is our conversation sincere? Fresh?  Are we listening with our hearts?

Have we explored our differing views and explicitly determined what to do with them?

What feelings and yearnings are coming up?

  2)   What is our purpose?

What do we want worshippers to feel or be interested in doing by the end of the service?

How are we lifting up the value of the covenanted religious community – past, present, future? 

What is happening in the life of the worshipping community?

How do we keep the question(s)/the service alive?

Will worshippers recognize moments of grace or opportunities to consider something that will change their lives?

    3)    How do we focus?

What inspirational resources can we gather?

How are we linking with our tradition?  Principles?

What is the plan for service structure and flow?  

Are we respectful of familiar ritual?

Are we attentive to the stages of gathering, connecting, exploring, re-turning?

How are we presenting a range of voices/theologies?

Is our language reverent, inclusive, real?

Is our metaphor appropriate and consistent?

Is there a problem we are solving?

What are the sights, sounds, smells and movement?

4)   How do we connect?

How do we invite worshippers into the experience?

What influence does the environment have?

How does the context influence worship?

How are we invoking the holy/ allowing the mystical spirit to hold us together?

How are our common history and tradition, along with our personal stories, bridging the                                           divide between theologies and religious languages?

Are we taking the risks of imagining a deeper spirituality without shame? 

 If we were to take an imaginative leap, what would we do?

Are we celebrating the clear presence of spiritual ideas?

How does this worship deepen the connection with progressive religion in daily life?


What could be memorable for us and the next generation?

     5)   How will it work?

Do we accommodate silence and introspection as well as participation and praise? 

 How are transitions between sections of the liturgy handled? 

 Are worshippers invited into smooth movement through their emotional selves to their intellectual selves to their social-justice selves? 

 Is there time to “feel” in the service and if there is, is it handled with care?

Are we being respectful and trustworthy regarding worshippers’ emotions?

When shall we rehearse? 

 What needs to be checked so we are confident enough to allow for surprise and spontaneity?
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